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Switzerland the frontier barriers should spring up and
the guns be fibred whatever mot d'ordre they received.
They feared some Nazi trickery, of course, but, when
the Federal Councillor Dr. Obrecht addressed the New
Helvetic Society at Basle on the day after the German
occupation of Prague, he declared that no Swiss envoy
would be making pilgrimages abroad, and this state-
ment was generally applauded.
Unemployment was still the only really demoral-
izing thing, and Germany's new demand for labour
was a powerful new weapon in her armoury.   Swiss
skilled labour was something which she was par-
ticularly anxious to attract, and much apprehension
was felt about the plan according to which about 700
Swiss watchmakers  had been invited to  establish
themselves at Pforzheim in Baden and were of course
royally feted; a rival watch-making industry in Ger-
many might do very serious harm to the specialized
and fluctuating watch-making industry of the Swiss.
In Switzerland, however, great efforts were being
made   to   use   the victims   of  unemployment   for
various military purposes, and on June 4th, 1939,
the   Swiss   people were   asked   by their   Govern-
ment to approve a new credit of 327,700,000 Swiss
francs  to  be  spent  on  defence  and the   creation
of work.   The result was that 443,960 people voted
in favour of the new expenditure and 198,598 against,
with a majority in favour in each of 19 cantons,
the    3    French-speaking   cantons    alone   showing
majorities against.   Already, however, the unemploy-
ment situation had improved almost out of recogni-
tion, for at the end of June only 24,000 wholly
unemployed people were counted in Switzerland, the